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Principal’s New Year Message Titus 2:11–14 is an unexpected passage. My 

guess is that there are not many people who have committed it to memory. Nevertheless, it’s worth doing so. It 

might even be worth having as a ‘motto’ for ETCAsia as it trains people for ministry. Perhaps we should have it 

etched in the minds of our graduates as they go about their gospel ministries in whatever roles God gives them.  

The passage talks about two great ‘appearances’ that shape Christian existence. The first appearing is God’s 

great past act of grace in Jesus (verse 11), when Jesus appeared to bring salvation for all. That appearing had a 

clear purpose which was to train us ‘to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright and godly lives in the present age.’ In other words, in the first appearing, Jesus acted in gracious love and 

gave himself to buy us back from the wicked lives that we were living and purify us for a more godly way of living 

(see also verse 14). 

The second appearing is the great and blessed hope of all Christians that wait and look forward to. It is a future 

act of glory yet to come: ‘the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ’ (verse 13b). Else-

where in the New Testament, this second appearing is associated with a number of themes, principally the vindi-

cation, judgment, and perfection of the salvation he won for us on the cross. This is the hope of all Christians. 

The time when the world will see that this Christ is indeed our great God and Saviour.  

These two appearing—God’s appearing in Christ in a past act of grace and God’s future appearing of Christ in 

glory—shape the lives of Christians in ‘this present age’ (verse 12). His past act of grace in Christ trains us to re-

nounce ungodliness and worldly passions and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age. 

His coming future act of grace in Christ reminds us that his purpose was to redeem us from all lawlessness (verse 

14a) and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works (verse 14b). This 

dual focus explains the ethical injunctions to various people that follow from this passage.  

The point being made is very clear. Doctrine and ethics are bound together. The Christian manner of life is to 

adorn, decorate, illustrate and vindicate the teaching of the doctrines of God our Saviour in every area of life.  To 

put it a little more plainly, at ETCAsia we seek to produce good Biblical pastors and teachers. We aim at training 

up a new generation of pastors and teachers who who not only explain what God has done in the past and will 

do in the future but also to explain its implications for living. We do not want pastors who teach doctrine without 

godliness or who teach godliness without doctrine. Rather, we want to train people to teach true doctrine de-

rived from Scripture so that God’s people are adequately and well prepared for the second appearing of our 

great God and Saviour, the Lord Jesus the Christ. We want to equip them so that they train up Gods’ people to 

be zealous for good works (verse 14). 

I do hope that you will join us in this noble goal and support and pray for us and our students as we go about it. 

Andrew Reid 

Principal 

Partner 

ETCAsia  
Towards 

Vision 2024 
See page 2  
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Vision 2024  Singapore is situated in one of the most gospel needy regions 

in the world. Almost all our neighbouring countries are included in the 10/40 window which 
is home to some of the largest unreached people groups in the world. But what if what we 
see is not a problem, but an opportunity? An opportunity where the harvest is plentiful and 
by the grace of our Lord, workers can be trained in Singapore and sent out to proclaim the 
gospel in those lands? An opportunity where pulpits and small groups and kids clubs across 
Southeast Asia pulsate with gospel-centered, Bible-based, people-loving teaching that draws 
on the riches of the Reformed heritage?  
 
At ETCAsia we do not think that dream is impossible. Christ is the Lord of the harvest and he 
invites us to pray to him to send out workers into his vast harvest field. And so we exist for 
that purpose: To prayerfully depend on our Lord as we raise up and train a whole new gener-
ation of gospel workers for Singapore, Southeast Asia, and beyond. 
 
Our Vision 2024 project is one crucial step in that direction. We hope in that time to build up 
a faculty of five to six godly members teaching and mentoring a student body of 60 or more 
full-time students, of whom one in five will come from our neighbouring Southeast Asia 
countries by the year 2024. As each batch of graduates is sent home with the gospel, our 
prayer is that the foundations of expository ministry which we have taught them will ripple 
through local communities bringing many to new lives. 
 
Will you join us in this Vision?  
We covet your prayers and financial partnership. 
 
Pastor Denesh Divyanathan, Chairman of ETCAsia Board of Directors 
 

Vision 2024 Fund Raising Goal 
 
To realize Vision 2024 goals, we are looking to raise a sum of SGD1.8M by 2021.  
 

• Our current average expenses is about $600K per year and we anticipate it to grow to 
about $1M or more a year with full faculty supporting a student strength of 60 full 
time students. 

 

• With $1.8M raised by 2021, DV, we would have operating buffer for growth in line 

with Vision 2024 and to support the current faculty transition exercise, while still 
seeking to achieve funding support for each subsequent year. 

 
We pray that you would partner us both in prayers and financially for the advancement of 
God’s Kingdom in this part of the world. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Faculty Profile—Jonathan Wu 
Jonathan was brought up going to church in Singapore, and professed Jesus Christ 
as his personal Lord and Saviour during his first year as a university student in the 
UK. He then stayed on in the UK to be trained in Gospel ministry, after which he 
returned to Singapore to serve as a member of staff at The Crossing Church. Since 
graduating from Moore Theological College in 2018, he has served as a small-
groups pastor at The Crossing Church, and a Greek lecturer at ETCA. He is current-
ly back at Moore Theological College, pursuing a PhD in the New Testament, on 
the topic of the use of the Old Testament in Matthew’s Gospel – and is keen to 
discover how this might grow his knowledge of and love for Jesus Christ. He is also 
excited to return back to Singapore to serve on the New Testament faculty at 
ETCA, where he hopes to nurture subsequent generations of Gospel servants in 
interpreting, living out and teaching the Greek New Testament. In his spare time, 
Jonathan enjoys watching anime, reading mystery novels (while failing to guess 
whodunit), and trying out new ramen joints with friends.   

Be a Partner of ETCAsia 

Today! 

• One Time Gift to Vision 2024 

 

• Monthly Partner to Vision 2024 

 

• Yearly Partner to Vision 2024 

 

• SEA* Scholarship Fund 

 

• ETCAsia Endowment Fund 
 

 

*South East Asia 

 

Financial status of ETCAsia is found in page3. 

The ETCAsia website has been 

augmented and enhanced as an 

integrated portal for College 

operation. It now provides a 

secured payment gateway via 

stripe.com that facilitates 

online donation besides the 

usual offline donation provi-

sions. Click on the donation link 

to check it out! No confidential 

credit card data is stored in the 

website.  

See our social media sites for 

weekly update on the College!  
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ETCAsia Faculty & Staff 

Dr Andrew Reid, Principal 

Dr Marty Foord, Dean  

Dr Ro Mody, New Testament 

Heather Reid, OT & Hebrew 

 

Wilson Oon, GM (Ops & Advancement) 

Lynette Thiong, Student Admin 

Jasmine Chee, HR & Finance Mgr 

https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/etca-directors/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/seasf-campaign/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/eef-campaign/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/etca-faculty/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/staffs/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/gm-query/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/query-for-registrar/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/hr-query/
https://twitter.com/etcasia
https://www.facebook.com/etcasia
https://www.instagram.com/etc.asia/
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Alumni Profiles 

Alumnus Nicholas Wong (MDiv, 2020) 

I graduated in November 2020. Since then, I have been 
serving in the children’s ministry at Bethany Trinity Pres-
byterian Church as a Ministry Coordinator. In this role, I 
train our children’s ministry teachers on the lesson mate-
rials to teach the children. I also teach the children the 
Bible. Secondly, I have been serving in the Nanyang  
Technological University Christian Union. My role in-
cludes training them to prepare Bible study materials to 
teach in small groups. 
 
My MDiv training at ETCAsia has given me the tools to 
unlock God’s word, so I can better train others to teach it. 

Nic Wong with wife Carrisa 

and children (top) and with 

NTU students (left). 

Alumnus Sarah Siew (MDiv, 2020) 

I entered ETCAsia in 2017, thinking I might not stay be-
yond one year, but I ended up doing the full MDiv, which 
I’m very grateful for. Among other things, it has grown 
my love for God and trust in him.  

Currently, I’m serving in SMU* Christian Fellowship as a 
staff worker. I love spending time with the students and 
encouraging them to know Christ more deeply and obey 
him more fully.  

A typical week includes meeting female students to read 
the Bible and pray together, as well as training the fe-
male student leaders.  

I also serve in the young adults 
ministry at my church, Mount 
Carmel Bible-Presbyterian 
Church, and I’m very thankful 
for my church family.  

 

ETCAsia Financial Update 
Last Financial Year (2019/20) 

Current Financial Year (2020/21) 

ETCAsia Students Profile! 
ETCAsia currently has a student population of 36. Out 

of the 36, 19 students are doing Full Time Studies while 

the remaining 17 students are doing Part Time studies. 

It covers MDiv, BTh and GDM qualifications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the 36 students, we have a good number of overseas 

students, namely, Australia, Philippines, Myanmar, 

Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia and UK besides Singapore, 

coming from 18 Churches. God be praised! Besides the 

36 current students, six of the earlier batch of Full Time 

MDiv students have since completed their require-

ments for their degrees from the inception of ETCAsia 

in 2017. We will be featuring all our Alumni in subse-

quent issues of the Newsletters. 

Total Expenses  $622K SGD 

Total Donations $457K SGD 

Total Donation  /  Total Expenses 73%  

Expenses YTD @ Dec 2020 $299K SGD 

Donations YTD @ Dec 2020 $155K SGD 

Total Donation vs Expected Donation   

(Remarks: We have a short fall of $302K) 

(67%)

($302K) 

Expected Dona-

tion is based on 

Last FY Donation 

of $457K 

Net Cash position @ Dec 2020 $399K SGD 

Viability Period  @ Dec 2020 

Based on average burn rate of $50K per month  

< 8 Calendar 

Months 

Sarah (left) with SMU student 

* Singapore Management University 

https://btpc.sg/
https://btpc.sg/
http://www.carmel.sg/
http://www.carmel.sg/
http://www.carmel.sg/
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College Calendar and Events 

College Open Day 

Curious about student life at ETCAsia? Always wanted to sample a 
lecture? Perhaps a chat with our friendly faculty?  

Come find out more at ETCAsia’s Open Day! Register here. 

HAPPENING ON, 30th Mar and 1st Apr  2021 8.30 AM—1.30 PM 

Events 

Upcoming Important College Dates for 2021/22  

Tuesday 5 January 2021 First Semester of 2020/21 academic year begins 

Tue 30 March 2021 College Open Day—1st Day 

Thursday 1 April 2021 College Open Day—2nd Day 

Friday 7 May 2021 End of Second Semester of 2020/21 academic year  

Friday 16 April 2021 Closing day for applications for enrolment in college 

Monday 19 July 2021 First Semester of 2021/2022 academic year begins 

Life in College 

Students leading and participating in  the weekly chapel session 

preaching from the book of Jonah. Our Principal, Dr Andrew Reid 

speaking during the weekly Principal hour on the book of Isaiah and 

Dr Marty Foord, Dean of Studies, lecturing in Theology on God and 

the Gospel. 

First Week @ College 
2nd Semester 2020/21 | Week 1 | 4th Jan Week 

ETCAsia Banking Details 
PayNow UEN: 201610151M  
Name: Evangelical Theological College of Asia 
Bank Code 7339 (OCBC Current Account) 
Branch Code 695 (OCBC North Branch) 
Account Number 6956-7606-4001 
Swift Code OCBCSGSG 
 
Write a cheque payable to “Evangelical Theological College of Asia“  

Please also sign up at the website when making the offline gifting. 

College Address 
35 Selegie Road, Parklane Shopping Mall, #09-28,  
Singapore 188307 
Phone No: +65 6266 5469 
Email: info@etcasia.edu.sg 
Website: https://www.etcasia.edu.sg 
 
Past issues of this Newsletter.  Check this link. 
Request to be in the mailing list. Check this link. 

https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/open-day-registration-mar-2021/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
mailto:info@etcasia.edu.sg
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/newsletter/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/newsletter-request/

