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Principal's Message 

Famines are disastrous events and one of the great documented instances of their impact can be 

found in the accounts of the Great Irish Famine of 1844–1850. On that occasion, disease struck the 

potato crops and before long acre upon acre of Irish farmland was covered with black rot caused by 

blight. Harvests failed and food princes soared. People began dying in droves with the result that as 

many as a million men, women, and children died.  

The gruesome nature and effect of famines explains why God uses the language of lack or of famine 

in Scripture. You can see it in places such as 1 Samuel 3 where we are introduced to the young Samu-

el who was ministering to the Lord in the days when ‘the word of the Lord was rare’. However, before 

the end of the chapter he has learnt to hear God’s word and to proclaim it.  

While the explicit language of famine is lacking in Samuel, it is not in Amos. In a famous passage, we 

have famine language used in Amos of the word of God. The explicit language is that in the days ad-

dressed by the prophet, there was a famine ‘not … of bread, not a thirst for water, but of hearing the 

words of the Lord’ (Amos 8:11–13). 

In many places around the world, tragically even in parts of South East Asia, the church of God has 

been affected by such blight and it was this in significant part that caused ETCAsia to be formed. We 

wanted to help address this matter by making sure that people were thoroughly trained and 

equipped for ministry of the word. Teaching the word of God to the people of God is the best way to 

ensure that the gospel is heard, Jesus is rightly understood and responded to, and the people of God 

are built up and equipped to healthily serve God and to glorify the Son of God who is the Word of 

God. From the beginning, ETCAsia outlined its distinctives as follows: 

• Reformed and evangelical in theology. 

• A provider of training in expository preaching. 

• Teaching a robust and informed biblical theology. 

• Challenging and training people for world mission. 

However, underneath all these things lies the one key element outlined above … proclaiming Christ. 

And the best way to proclaim Christ is to proclaim and explain the Scriptures which have him as their 

focus and goal (Hebrews 1:1–4). That’s why we spend so much time helping out students to grasp the 

Scriptures and work hard on their exegesis and interpretation.                                       Cont’d on page 2. 
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It is why we have Principal’s Hour where I and the other faculty preach expository sermons 

each week and why we have students preach on another day of the week. We want to train 

our students and this is the core area of our training. We train them in many other aspects 

of ministry and practice but this fundamental element lies at the base, for when the Scrip-

tures are explained well then Jesus will be known and God will be revealed.  

As Heather and I return to Australia permanently in the middle of the year, our hope and 

prayers is that you will continue to support the college in prayer and financially so that we 

might train our students well and that more people might come to embrace Jesus and grow 

in their knowledge and love of him. 

Andrew Reid 

Principal, ETCAsia 

Feature Article: Teaching New Testament by Dr Rohintan Mody 
 

I came to Singapore from the UK in May 2017 to have the honour of being the first New Testament lecturer for ETCAsia. Why? 

Why did I come from my own country to Singapore to teach New Testament? Because the task of training students from Singa-

pore and other Asian countries may well, in the Lord’s Will, prove to be part of God’s master plan to make the billions of Asia 

into mature disciples of Christ. 

How can something as ambitious as winning billions of people for Christ happen? Isn’t it impossible? With human beings, yes, it 

is impossible, but not with God. Incredibly God uses the proclamation of the Word as the means of making disciples (Matt 28:16-

20; Eph. 4:11-12). My goal is that our students should be equipped to teach the Word.  

This means my job is not merely academic. Yes, the students need to know Greek, and to understand the 

context of the New Testament. But primarily, ministry is about being a faithful and clear teacher of the Word 

so that Christ is fully known and his people become mature to the glory of God (Col 1:25-28; 1 Tim 1:17). 

I teach the students to focus on the main theme and main purpose of a passage or book of the New Testa-

ment. Why? Because in word ministry, teachers must be focused and clear, and concentrate on the key theo-

logical message of the text. It is crucial to pay attention to the big picture as well as the details and not miss 

the wood for the trees. The students need to be trained how to communicate clearly the theological content 

of the text. 

But it is not enough to teach a passage of Scripture clearly. The students need to apply it to their audiences 

as well. The New Testament was written to be applicable in all ages. Yet application must capture the inten-

tion of the text. A faithful Bible teacher is faithful to the Holy Spirit’s intention when applying the text. That is 

hard work.  

So, in class we start with prayer. Without the Spirit’s guidance in illuminating the text he inspired, we are lost. The Holy Spirit 

grants us wisdom and knowledge. How then do we approach a part of Scripture? Firstly, we seek together to discover its main 

theme. But secondly, we then look for its purpose. This is how the human author wants the text to be applied to the original au-

dience. Lastly, we discuss how we might apply the text in our contexts, whether Singapore or other Asian countries. My job is to 

stimulate the students to ask the right questions of the text so that, under the Holy Spirit, they grow in godliness and become 

faithful New Testament teachers. 

The students are with us for three years. In the first year, we cover the entire New Testament as an overview focusing on Mark 

and Ephesians. Both are central to understanding the Gospel. In the second year, we study John’s Gospel and Hebrews. These 

books are crucial to understanding how Christ is key to the whole Bible. In the third year, we focus on Romans, because it is 

Paul’s greatest statement of the gospel. We end the third year by covering the Pastoral Epistles of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus. 

They are vital for grasping what faithful New Testament ministry looks like. 

ETCAsia Faculty  

Dr Andrew Reid, Principal 

Dr Marty Foord, Dean, Theology 

Dr Ro Mody, New Testament 

Heather Reid, OT & Hebrew 

Dr Stuart Morgan, History 

 

ETCAsia Operation Staff 

Wilson Oon, GM (Ops & Advancement) 

Lynette Thiong, Student Admin 

Jasmine Chee, HR & Finance Mgr 

 

https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/etca-faculty/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/staffs/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/gm-query/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/query-for-registrar/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/hr-query/
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Faculty Profile  

The College has recently announced details of faculty transition 

on 15th March 2021. Besides announcing Rev Dr Marty Foord 

as the Principal Designate, it also announced the appointment 

of Rev Dr Ben Thompson to be Lecturer for Old Testament. The 

following is a biographical sketch of Dr Thompson. We look 

forward to have him and his family with us soon. 

Rev Dr Ben Thompson has been in the 

gospel ministry for more than 20 years. 

After obtaining a BA in Mathematics from 

the University of Cambridge, he laboured 

as a student worker for about four years 

in St Andrews the Great, Cambridge. This was followed by an-

other three years as a Pastoral Associate in Christ Church, Cam-

bridge. He completed an MTh in Theological and Pastoral Stud-

ies passing with Distinction at Oak Hill Theological College in 

2012. He then served as a Curate and a Pioneer Minister at St 

David’s, Moreton-in-Marsh, in the Diocese of Gloucester. Ben’s 

PhD from Queens University, Belfast, is on the role of poetry in 

shaping the characterization of the kings in 1-2 Samuel. 

Ben’s scholarly work encompasses various book reviews in the 

journal Churchman (now called the Global Anglican), covering 

biblical studies, biblical theology, and pastoral theology. Since 

2012, he has served on the Editorial Board for the Global Angli-

can. Ben is married to Suzy. They have a daughter, Molly (12 

years old) and two sons, Dylan (11 years old) and Finlay (8 

years old). See photo below. Details of the announcement and 

Q&As are found in this link on the College Website. 

Student Profile 

ETCAsia though small, has a number of international students . We are 

pleased to feature one of our graduating students from Myanmar. Mr 

Yaw Bay is completing his final semester of MDiv studies and he plans 

to be back in Yangon with his wife Dorcas in the near future. One key 

focus of the College is training for world wission and we are glad that 

God has brough Yaw Bay here to be trained for the Gospel Ministry.  

What were you doing before you came to ETCAsia? 

I served God at a discipleship training centre in 

northern Thailand as a teacher and a mentor to 

the students. 

What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the 

seminary of choice? What were your initial 

thoughts compared to your thoughts after you 

started the studies? 

A pastor from Sydney introduced me to ETCAsia. He told me that I 

would be in good hands if I joined ETCAsia. We looked at the college’s 

theological convictions, vision, mission and training method. We 

learned that it’s a biblical, reformed and evangelical college. ETCAsia  

focuses on training for the ministry of the word and it claims to teach 

a robust understanding of biblical theology. Both were very appealing 

to us. So, I decided to attend ETCAsia. 

After I joined ETCAsia, I came to see that ETCAsia is not just what it 

claims to be on the website and on the student handbook, it is fully 

able to train its students to become faithful gospel workers who fully 

trust in the power of God’s written word and who can handle the 

Bible faithfully and effectively. I also came to see that ETCAsia aims 

not only to increase the student’s knowledge of God and the Bible but 

also their love for God, His word, His church and the lost. 

What is your plan after you complete your studies in ETCAsia? What 

are the challenges you think you will face in your future ministry?  

God has brought my wife and myself to Singapore to be trained for 

the ministry of the word in Myanmar. We’re planning to start a disci-

pleship and word ministry training centre in Yangon. So, we’re hoping 

to get back to Yangon by the end of this year so that we can start the 

training centre in June 2022. 

It will be a big challenge to learn to share the Gospel to the Buddhists 

in Myanmar in a way that they can understand. It will also be chal-

lenging to be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. On the other 

hand, it will also be difficult to change the Myanmar Christian youth’s 

mindset about the Gospel ministry. The seemingly successful and 

popular gospel ministries they had experienced, is centred on modern 

music, modern facilities and motivational speeches instead on the 

Word of God. For them, biblical knowledge and Bible handling skill are 

not as essential as having a good singing voice, a heart that is on fire 

and a mouth that is skilful in persuasion. So, we envisage that we will 

have to spend a lot of time helping our students to have a biblical 

understanding of the written word of God, to have confidence in and 

love for the Bible.  Cont’d on page 4. 

https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Announcement-for-Marty-Foord-as-ETCAsia-Principal-and-Ben-Thompson-as-OT-Lecturer-20210315-Release-02.pdf
https://www.stag.org/
https://www.christchurchcambridge.org.uk/
https://www.oakhill.ac.uk/
https://www.stdavids.online/
https://www.stdavids.online/
https://www.qub.ac.uk/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/etcasia-news/


ETCAsia Newsletter Issue 2 Vol 5 | March 2021 Page  4  

 

Student Profile cont’d 

In what ways did ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry? Can 

you provide some concrete examples ? 

The training has prepared me well for word ministry. It has increased 

my confidence in the power of God’s written word. It has helped me 

know how to handle the word of God faithfully and effectively. 

For example, when I first arrived at ETCAsia, I found it very hard to 

preach Christ and His Gospel from the Old Testament. I knew that the 

whole Bible is about Christ and His Gospel. However, when I tried to 

go to Christ from OT books like Jonah and Esther, I always got lost. So, 

I talked through my confusion with the lectures at ETCAsia and fellow 

students. I sat through different classes at ECTAsia. I watched and 

learned as the lectures preached through OT passages. Then slowly I 

began to see things clearly. Now, I have the confidence that, with 

earnest prayer and diligent study, I can faithfully preach Christ and His 

Gospel from all the OT passages. 

How did ETCAsia’s distinctive figure in your training? What are you 

looking forward to, in the gospel ministry? 

ETCAsia has trained me well to leverage on a robust understanding of 

biblical theology in expository preaching and teaching. The college has 

also equipped me well to be able to preach and teach any book of the 

Bible faithfully and effectively. Moreover, it has also grown my confi-

dence and love for the written word of God and church ministry. 

I am looking forward to training Myanmar Christian youth to have the 

same love and confidence in God’s revealed written word and he 

same ability in preaching and teaching the Bible. 

Can you share with us the single most memorable occasion in 

ETCAsia? How did College life support the study of God’s Word? 

During the principal’s hour and sometimes during the college chapel, 

the Principal and other faculty members would preach through cer-

tain Bible passages; speaking God’s word  as well as demonstrating 

expository preaching to the students. I found those hours particularly 

helpful. I’ve learned a lot about expository preaching and teaching as 

well as Bible-based ministry during those hours. 

What would your advice be for prospective students coming to 

ETCAsia? 

As ETCAsia’s first ASEAN graduate, allow me to speak to ASEAN people 

who are thinking of going overseas to be trained for the Gospel minis-

try. As Christians, the Bible must be at the centre of our life, our 

church life and our ministry.  

As Gospel workers, the Bible is the tool of our trade. So, it is very im-

portant that we go to a theological college which confesses and teach-

es sound biblical doctrines and practices. It must not only have a high 

academic standard but also have high biblical and theological stand-

ards. It must be able to train the students to handle both Old and New 

Testaments faithfully, skilfully and effectively. 

I believe ETCAsia is that theological college. You should be able to find 

a good theological college in the West. However, why would you go to 

the other side of the world when there is a good theological college 

just in your neighbourhood. May God help you choose wisely. 

Alumni Profile - Pastor Ng Jun Bin 

Alumnus Ng Jun Bin (MDiv, 2020) 

Having completed 2 years of ministry apprenticeship, I enrolled in the 

MDiv programme at ETC Asia in 2017 as the next step in preparing for 

full-time pastoral ministry. I was drawn to ETCAsia’s commitment to 

integrate expository preaching with theological studies, and am 

thankful to have spent time in all the modules thinking hard about 

translating what we’ve learnt into future bible teaching. Apart from 

this, I am especially thankful to be able to grow in humility and thank-

fulness as I learned more about church history and how precious doc-

trinal truths were preserved for us through the sacrifice of faithful 

Christians through the ages.  

All of the above has made me better equipped for my current role as 

the Mandarin Congregation Pastor at The Crossing Church. As I con-

tinue to study and teach God’s Word with the skills gained over my 

time at ETC Asia, I pray that I would heed Paul’s words to Timothy – 

“Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for 

by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Timothy 4:16) 

What can we pray for you? 

Give  thanks to God for us, for His provision, protection and empower-
ing presence during my time at ETCAsia. 

Please pray with us that: 

• The Lord will continue to prepare us spiritually and intellectually 
for the word ministry in Myanmar. 

• The Lord will continue to provide, prepare and guide us for the 
establishment and running of the new discipleship and word min-
isters training centre in Myanmar in June 2022. 

• That God will guide us, empower us and protect us as we take the 
Gospel to the Buddhists in Myanmar. 

• That God will graciously use us to serve the church in Myanmar to 
become more biblical in her doctrines and practices. 
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Jun Bin with wife, Lydia and 3 young children. Jun Bin with his congregation. 

https://thecrossing.com.sg/
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ETCAsia Financial Update 
Last Financial Year (2019/20) 

Current Financial Year (2020/21) @ Feb 2021 

ETCAsia Advancement 
Vision 2024 

Our goal is to build up a faculty of five to six godly mem-
bers teaching and mentoring a student body of 60 or more full-
time students, of whom one in five will come from 
our neighbouring Southeast Asia countries by the year 2024.  

To realize Vision 2024 goals, we are looking to raise a sum of 
SGD1.8M by 2021.  

Our current average expenses is about $600K per year and we 
anticipate it to grow to about $1M or more a year with full 
faculty supporting a student strength of 60 full time students. 
With $1.8M raised by 2021, DV, we would  have resources to 
power the growth in line with Vision 2024 . 

Strategy  

To-date, the College is dependent on donation for 75% of the 
yearly expenses. This is a function of the fixed overhead from 
salary costs of faculty and staff, rentals and the number of stu-
dents. With an increasing number of students the percentage 
of dependency on donations will be lessen. 

From the inception of the College, support comes mostly from 
two sources, that which comes with some of the faculty mem-
bers and the majority which comes from about 60+ donors. 
The latter donations averages about $6K and it comes from 
people of the churches of our board members. 

In order to achieve the $1.8M target the board has agreed to 
the strategy of expanding the support base for the College 
within the (1) board members’ churches, (2) students’ church-
es, (3) Reformed Churches in Singapore and (4) overseas 
churches and (5) churches at large in Singapore. The execution 
of the strategy will be done in 3 phases. Starting with the 
board members’ churches in phase 1. 

Each board member is committed to three goals for the calen-
dar year of 2021 to garner support from their respective con-
gregation. 

The first is to quickly level up the donations to their respective 
amount that is the same as the past financial year of 19/20 
that aggregates to $457K.  As @ Feb 2021, the total received 
stands at about 53% compared to last year donations. Please 
support your Pastor as he garners support for the College as we 
seek to raise about $213K short fall for this financial year 20/21 
ending June 2021. 

Secondly, it is to grow the support base with a target of 20% in 
relation to their congregation size by 2021. 

Finally, the board members will also identify individuals who 
may be able to support the SEA scholarship Fund as well as the 
College Endowment fund. 

In reaching out to the leaderships of our students’ churches, 
which is also part of phase 1, we have since made contact with 
eight of the twelve churches. A number of churches have ex-
pressed support for the College. The next goal is to reach out 
to the ten or more Reformed churches in Singapore as well as 
overseas churches as part of phase 2 program. 

Total Expenses  $622K SGD 

Total Donations $457K SGD 

Total Donation  /  Total Expenses 73%  

Expenses YTD @ Feb 2021 $396K SGD 

Donations YTD @ Feb 2021 $244K SGD 

Total Donation vs Expected Donation   

(Remarks: We have a short fall of $213K) 

(47%)

($213K) 

Expected Dona-

tion is based on 

Last FY Donation 

Net Cash position @ Feb 2021 $411K SGD 

Viability Period  @ Feb 2021 

Based on average burn rate of $50K per month  

~ 8 Calendar 

Months 

Gifting Processes 

To help supporters make gifts to the college easily we have 

provisioned for secured payment via Credit Card for one off  or 

recurring donations using Stripe.com on our website since De-

cember 2020.  

We have also provisioned for the capturing of donor data on 

our website when you make offline donations, for both one off 

or recurring donations, such as  Paynow or bank transfer so 

that we can have a complete picture of the College donations 

status. 

All this is made possible with the incorporation of a gifting CRM 

software component.  It comes with Donor management fea-

tures besides the payment gateways. 

We have also strengthened the administrative work flow to 

ensure that we can track the recurring donations down to indi-

vidual donor on a weekly basis besides management reporting 

and accounting. 

Be a Partner of ETCAsia Today! 

• One Time Gift to Vision 2024 

• Monthly Partner to Vision 2024 

• Yearly Partner to Vision 2024 

A gift of any size would be a great help and  

encouragement to us. 

https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/seasf-campaign/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/eef-campaign/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
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College Calendar, Events & Website 

ETCAsia Supporters Event 

We are currently planning to host a Supporters Event evening via Zoom in Mid-

April to thank our supporters for their partnerships in the training of godly men 

and women today for the gospel ministry in Christ’s church tomorrow.   

We hope also to use this event to engage many potential new supporters for 

the College as we present the ways forward for the College. 

More details will be provided in the coming weeks. Stay tuned! 

College Supporters Event 

Upcoming Important College Dates for 2021/22  

Tue 30 March 2021 College Open Day—1st Day 

Thursday 1 April 2021 College Open Day—2nd Day 

Wednesday 14 April 2021 ETCAsia Supporters Event (Tentative) 

Friday 7 May 2021 End of Second Semester of 2020/21 academic year  

Thursday 15 April 2021 Closing day for applications for enrolment in college for June Intake 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 First Semester of 2021/2022 academic year begins 

Tuesday 4 January 2022  Second Semester of 2021/2022 academic year begins 

ETCAsia IT Provisioning Improvement and  Website: www.etcasia.edu.sg 

ETCAsia Banking Details 
PayNow UEN: 201610151M  
Name: Evangelical Theological College of Asia 
Bank Code 7339 (OCBC Current Account) 
Branch Code 695 (OCBC North Branch) 
Account Number 6956-7606-4001 
Swift Code OCBCSGSG 
 
Write a cheque payable to “Evangelical Theological College of Asia“  

Please also sign up at the website when making the offline gifting. 

College Address 
35 Selegie Road, Parklane Shopping Mall, #09-28,  
Singapore 188307 
Phone No: +65 6266 5469 
Email: info@etcasia.edu.sg 
Website: https://www.etcasia.edu.sg 
 
Past issues of this Newsletter.  Check this link. 
Request to be in the mailing list. Check this link. 

• Over the last few months, the College has made improvements to the IT provisioning for improved College 
Operations using Microsoft platforms. Plans are also being mooted to automate various administrative processes. 
Physical security enhancements will also be rolled out.  

• Sprucing of the website is an ongoing process. Enhancements to the website  are continuously being rolled out.  A 
recent enhancements were web pages containing aggregated information such as  Factsheets, News and 
Applications forms of the College. 

https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/ways-to-donate/
mailto:info@etcasia.edu.sg
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/newsletter/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/newsletter-request/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/collateral-information/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/etcasia-news/
https://www.etcasia.edu.sg/application-forms/

