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1 Alumnus

Randy Yeds among the pioneer batétof six MDiv students who graduated at the end of 2020.
He is currently serving as a Pastor withthesda Church Bukit Aramythe children and youth
ministry as well as engagement and Evangelism initiatives.

1 Graduating Studerst

Jason Siis in the final semester of hisll time MDiv course in ETCAsia. He is also a serving Deacon
of Bethesda Frankel Estate Church

Shirley Sealworships and serves iBethany TrinityPresbyterianChurch Shirley used to bera
MOE trained teacheand she plans to work in crossculture missionin Cambodia after sh
graduates. She is now in his final semester of her full time MDiv couESEGAsia

1 NewStudent

Alex Greavesails from Australia and works in a MNC with theiA@Pffice located in Singapore.
He is a part time MDiv Studejuining the College recently. Mershipsand servein the Gateway
Church which is a recent church plant in the west of Singapore.

About ETCASsia

The Evangelicall heologicalCollegeof Asiaexistsfor one purpose:to prepare godly men
andwomenfor gospelministry in Sngapore,SoutheastAsiaand beyond.

It is a non-denominational Gollege,and we welcome studentsfrom all denominationsand
together we hopeto serveall churchesin Singaporeand Asia.

To-date, it has 34 students consistingof both part time and full-time students from 18
churchesincluding international students from Australia, Philippines, Myanmar, Hong
Kong,Japanand UK.

1 SeeETCAsia Newsletter Jan 2021 Vol5 Issom the two other alumnugrom Bethany Trinity Presbyterian
Church and Mount Carmel Bible PresbyterianiCh.
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Alumnus Pastor Randy Yeo

1. What roles are youwurrently serving in the Gospel Ministry after you completed your MDiv
Studies in ETCAsia?

Il " m currently a pastor with Bethesda Church Buki

wel | as in BA's engagement and evangelism effort

2. In whatways did the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry in your
Church? Can you provide some concrete examples related to your current ministry? How does
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your current ministry?
The time spent studying at ETCAsia has been memorable and beneficial.

First, we were taught to handle the Word of God carefully and to hold it out to others clearly. This was
an especiallyigorouspart of lifeat ETCAsia but it has helped me in preaching for the edification of

the congregation, and in training leaders who would teach the Word to their members.

Second, we were helped to think theologically, ethically, and pastorally. This helped me to thipk alo
and contribute to a team that had been considering possible changes to our Sunday gatherings and

mini stry emphases to move people towards King Je

Lastly, we were encouraged by the preaching and examples of the faculty, torefiegtley on God’
Word and to be concerned about each other’'s godl
part of my time at ETCAsi a. I have | earnt to cor

by his Word, and not to confuse perfoance and ability for godliness.

3. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial thoughts

compared to your thoughts when you completed the studies?

Back in 2017, there was a window of time for me to consider isaryitraining. My desire was to be
trained to understand and teach God’'s Word bett
when | received an email about ETCAsia. | chose ETCAsia immediately because of its distinctives and

because |had satunde t he teaching of some ETCAsia’s board

Page2 of 15 Evangelical Theologicabllege of Asia www.etcasia.edu.sg



ASia  College Open Daylarch2021

Upon completion of my studies, | had learnt that while seminary studies are not compulsory in any
sense, they equip and shape anyone who would wa
Word ministry to others. Even now, | am deeply aware of much that | did not know prior to starting

studies, and amdeeply thankful for the opportunity to complete some learning.

4. Can you share with us the single most memorable occasion in your study @GABia.

There are so many it is hard to choose one! Perhaps it comes down to a lunchtime conversation with

one of my classmates. He opened with a question,
struck by the simple clarity any Christian oughtave in reflecting upon the good and bad, and the

beautiful and ugly things of life in this world. That afternoon, | learnt what it meant to always view my

joys and sadness, my encouragements, and frustrations in the light of God who loves us in Jesus.

This question remains for me as one of the most helpful and loving conversation starters with a fellow

Christian.

5. What would be your advice for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?

It will help to understand that much rigour would be involved. Afterall, we are being prepared to

handle God’'s word carefully and for gospel mi ni ¢

For those who are serving in multiple areas, it vabbeé good to speak to your ministry leaders and

adjust towards a reasonable commitment considering school and study hours.

And look forward to growing not just in knowledge and competence but also in character. My struggles
with worry, discipline, diligece, humility, and locating my worth in my grades (and lack of!) became
painfully apparent but God was gracious in giving me teachers and classmates who helped me repent

and grow through these things.

6. How can the college support you in your current ngtry? What can we pray for you?

Pl ease pray for discipline and diligence as | <cc
be speaking his truth lovingly to difdivmgamatht peojf
life-shaping wod s . Pl ease also pray that at home, we wil

and learn to love Jesus first and always.
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Pastor Randy Yeo af@mily
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Graduating Student Jason Sin

1. What were you doing before you embark on Seminary studies in ETCAsia?

| was a financial derivatives lawyer in a European bank.

2. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial

thoughts compared to your thoughts after you started the studies?
ETCA’s theological convictions, faculty and em

3. What is your plan after you complete your studies in ETCAsia? What are the challengebip&u
you wi |l face in your future ministry in reac|

Overseas challenges)

The plan is to serve and build up my local church in gospel ministry through the teaching and
preaching of the word. Anticipated challges include recruiting and building up sufficient dike
minded ceworkers to share in the task of equipping the saints for the work of ministry and

building upthe body of Christ in my local church.

4. In what ways do the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare for the Gospel Ministry in your
Church or in the mission field as you had alluded earlier? Can you provide some concrete
examples on the training that you have received thus far in ETCAsia would help you in your

future ministry?

By equipping us to faithfully interpret, apptgach,and preach the Bible, in a way that is sensitive

to its context and authorial intent, and informed by biblidaktorical,and systematic theology.

One example of the traininghavereceived which &s been immensely helpful are the incisive

and constructive sermon critiqué$avereceived from faculty and fellow students.
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does that effect your future ministy? What are you looking forward to, in the gospel ministry?

By regularly reinforcing that we hear God speaking to us today through His word, by the
enablement of his Spirit, and that the whole story of Scripture ultimately centres on the gospel
andpoins us to the person and work of Jesus Chri s
whom | will be serving in ministry to grow deeply in our knowledge, love, obedience and worship

of our Lord and to glorify and enjoy him more and more.

Canyousharevii K dzia GKS &aAy3fS Y2ad YSY2NIlIofS 200!l aa
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The grace and godliness demonstrated by faculty and fellow students in college is something that

al ways encourages and spurs me on. The serious

in our college and the focus on rsakife applicationhaved | ped me i n my study ¢
What would your advice be for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?

Learn as much biblical Greek and Hebrew as you can before coming in

What can we pray for you?

To always watch closely my life and doctrineb&a blessing to others and to please and glorify

God in all of life and ministry.
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Graduating Jason Sin witiis wife children,and family pet!
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Graduaing StudenShirley 8ah
1. Whatwere you doing before you embarkedon seminarystudiesin ETCAsia

Before ETCAsid, taught EnglishMathematicsand Sciencen public primary schoolsin Singapore.
While teaching,| was particularlyinterested in the applicationof PedagogicaContentKnowledge,
becausd sawhow important it wasto engagestudentswith appropriate pedagogyto helpthemin

their learning.

However,while it was alwaysencouragingto see students grow in their understandingin their
schoolwork | found greaterjoy and encouragemenin sharingJesushis life and work with people

aroundme!

2. What prompted you to choose ETCAsias the seminary of choice? What were your initial
thoughts comparedto your thoughts after you started your studies?

My pastoris one of the directorsof ETCAsiaMore than that, it washavingthe opportunity to hear

the faculty memberspreachthe Word on numerousoccasionghat mademe chooseETCAsial hey

are carefulandfaithful teachersof the Word.

My interviewwith AndrewReid(beforeapplying)alsohelpedme to understandhisandthe college's

visionof preparinggoodandfaithful Bibleteachersfor Singaporeandthe region,andthat excitedme!
Also,l thoughtit would be excitingto be part of anew collegein Singapore.
I am thankful that the lecturersare faithful teachersof the Word. It hasbeenan enmuragementto

seethe lecturerslive out the Word that they preach/teach.With the collegebeingnew and smallat

the moment, friendshipsforgedare alsodeeperand more meaningful.
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3. Whatisyour plan after you completeyour studiesin ETCAsia®Whatarethe challengesyouthink

you will facein your future ministry in reachingout to God'speoplewith his Word?

I hopeto be involvedin crosscultural missionwork in CambodiaBecausef the obviouslanguage
and cultural differences,a big challengeis to contextualizeGod'sWord, andto be ableto preachit
faithfully and simply. Thereis alsothe challengeof helpingpeoplelive out the Gospelin their lives

whenthere are somanydistractionsand needsaroundus.

4. In what waysdo the seminarystudiesin ETCAsig@repare you for the GospelMinistry in your
Churchor in the missionfield as you had alluded earlier? Canyou provide some concrete

exampleson the training that you havereceived?

| have learnt to handle God'sWord better, not just in exegesishut alsoin terms of Biblicaland
SystematicTheology.l have been challengeda lot in collegeto think about applyingthe Word in

different contexts,andhow to communicateit clearly.

In everyclasswe are alwaysaskedto considerthe implicationsof what we havelearnt. Aswe were
goingthroughChristology|] waschallengedo considethow JesusChristis perceivedn Southeasisia
becauseof the religiousdiversityin the region,and how to teachaboutthe personandwork of Jesus

in a culturallyappropriatemannerwithout compromisingvhat the Bibleteachesabout him.

LearningBiblical languages(Hebrew and Greek) have been difficult, but that has given me the
resourcedo conside more deeplywhat the Word says It isimportant becausd will not be teaching

the Biblein my first languagebut athird, and| would not want thingsto be lostin translation.

5. How does ETCAsia's distinctive figures in your training for the ministry ofghspel and how

does that affect your future ministry? What are you looking forward to, in the gospel ministry?

| found most helpful that training in theology and training for ministry come together in College. What
we are learning in the reading and harag of the Word, we are challenged to think about how to
apply into specificcontext. It isabout knowing the Word AND knowing the people we are ministering

to, so that all may grow in maturity and Christlikeness.
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As | am preparing to serve in a csasiltural context, | look forward tbeingable to speak the Word

faithfully and effectively in a different cultural context.

6. Can you share with us the single most memorable occasion in your study of God's word at
ETCAsia? How does the College life supploet study of God's word?

This istough! | think it is the combination of learning how to read and handle the Bible, and the

conversations with faculty and students that is most memorable. The college community is very

supportive and collaborativegonstantly sharpening my thinking and challenging me to live out the

Word in my life.

7. What would your advice be for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?

Hang out with your classmates and schoolmatebhvemade friends who don't just sharpen my

underganding of the Word and encourage godliness, but I've found lifetime friends and friends whom

| can pray fos lifetime.

8. What can we pray for you?

Pray that | will keep growing to see the Lord Jesus Christ more clearly, love him more dearly, and to

follow him more closely!
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New Student Alex Greaves

1. What were you doing before you embark on Seminary studies in ETCAsia?

| was—and still am—working fulltime for a MNC in their Asia Pacific office. | work in Finance doing
FP&A, which | explain as, ‘“Hel ping to set the b
budget !’ Bama i 8 e s at b h briamdl commmunisy group keadér at Gateway church,

a recent church plant in the west of Singapore.

2. What motivated you to be equipped for the Gospel ministry?

Il " ve seen God’ lige amgdexpecienced finsthang how kfamanging it is to know the
unconditional |l ove of God through Jesus Christ.
able to dedicate all my energies towards sharing ittfalke. | amhoping that God will use my Seminary

studies at ETCAsia will equip me to be as effective as | can be, in building up his kingdom.

3. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial

thoughts compared to your thoughts aftr you started the studies?

Compared to my country of birth (Australia) the need for the gospel is so great in Asia, where only a
tiny fraction of people are Christians, and so malaynot even know a single evangelical believer.
Because of this, | hope ®mer ve Go d’ germphere, gsd |dopé to lkearn from other Asian
believers how best to serve the church and spread the gospel in our régimgladthat the students

at ETCAsia are from so many different countries and backgrounds, and | hogeptéelrning how

we can best partner across backgrounds and borders.

4. Whatis your plan after you complete your studies in ETCAsia? What are the challenges you think
@2dz oAttt FIFOS Ay @2dzNJ FdzidzZNB YAYAA(GNE Ay NBI OK

After ETCAsia, | hope to be able to do a ministry apprenticeship with my church, and after that, see
where God takes me to labour for Christ. In thigouldespecially like to be able to share Jesus with
the relatively wunr eac hedandsol thimkumy biggestckallenge hegiwii g ap or

be overcoming language and cultural barriers (my Chinese is currently basicallyxions t ent ) bu't
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also hoping that my foreignness might be an asset, helping make locals curious to hear what | have to

say!

5. In what ways do the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry in your

Church or in the mission field you desire?

lamf ami | i ar with evangelical Christian culture ir
understand thechurch in the east as well. ETCAsia seemsitliisadeally placed for people to be

trained to take the gospel to our region: it teaches the faith well, grounded in the evangelical tradition,

but in our local context with students from all over Adtds the best place to come to be equipped

to take the gospel to the region of the world that needs it the most.

6. 126 R2 9¢/ 1 aAlQa RAAGAYOGADSE FAIAZNB Ay @2dzNJ i

that affect your future ministry?

E T C A s achirig $s groumded in the reformed and evangelical tradition: the college takes the Bible

as our supremeauthority andis dedicated to equipping students to defend and spread the gospel, no

matter which way the winds of culture may swing. The teachints@seminently practical, with every

subject (and even every lecture!) focusing on how what we learn should impact our ministry of the
Word—i de al for anyone who wants to dedicate them
position in Asia makes it ¢hbest place to be equipped for ministry in Asia, with students from all over

the region sharing our ideaprayers,and lives with each other.

7. What are you looking forward to, in the gospel ministry?

I ammost looking forward to not having to split up rigne between secular work and gospel work.
Sure, | do love a good spreadsheet, iisn ot hi ng compared to knowing C
gospel. It will be such a privilege to be able to dedicate all my efforts, all the time, towards sharing

Jesus witlChristians and nofhristians alike.
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8. What would your advice be for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?

Come to ETCAsi a becaus e yguandwantnohe eqeipped todcha® that’ s | o0\
love with others. The study may sometimes be challenging, but the hard work will be worylolit if

are eager to be prepared for a lifetime of gospel ministry. Plus will meet lots of likeminded

Christians from all\eer the region, who will help to broaden your perspectives and see how God is at

work throughout Asia, and who will hopefully be lifelong partners in ministry as well.

9. What can we pray for you?

Please pray that | can manage my various responsibilitids egplecially juggling studies with being a

good husband, my secular work, community group |
be humble, remembel amhuman andcannotdo everything, ask for help when | need it, amduld

not burn out. Praythat God would strengthen me, in spirit and body, to do all these things in a way

that brings honour to Christ.

Alex with wife, Joyenjoying a day out at

Jurong Lake Garden
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1 For further questions about the College and the courses, pleasgact the student
administrator atregistrar@etcasia.edu.swr visitwww.etcasia.edu.sg

T Coll ater al | nf or mati on e Evangel i cal Theol ogi
T ETCAsia News <« Evangesbidcal Theol ogical Coll eq
T Newsl etter < Evangelical Theol ogical Col |l ege
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