College Open Day March 2021

Interviews with alumnus and students
of ETCAsia
•

Alumnus
Randy Yeo is among the pioneer batch1 of six MDiv students who graduated at the end of 2020.
He is currently serving as a Pastor with Bethesda Church Bukit Arang in the children and youth
ministry as well as engagement and Evangelism initiatives.

•

Graduating Students
Jason Sin is in the final semester of his full time MDiv course in ETCAsia. He is also a serving Deacon
of Bethesda Frankel Estate Church.
Shirley Seah worships and serves in Bethany Trinity Presbyterian Church. Shirley used to be an
MOE trained teacher and she plans to work in cross-culture mission in Cambodia after she
graduates. She is now in his final semester of her full time MDiv course in ETCAsia.

•

New Student
Alex Greaves hails from Australia and works in a MNC with their APAC Office located in Singapore.
He is a part time MDiv Student joining the College recently. He worships and serves in the Gateway
Church, which is a recent church plant in the west of Singapore.

About ETCAsia
The Evangelical Theological College of Asia exists for one purpose: to prepare godly men
and women for gospel ministry in Singapore, Southeast Asia and beyond.
It is a non-denominational College, and we welcome students from all denominations and
together we hope to serve all churches in Singapore and Asia.
To-date, it has 34 students consisting of both part time and full-time students from 18
churches including international students from Australia, Philippines, Myanmar, Hong
Kong, Japan and UK.

1

See ETCAsia Newsletter Jan 2021 Vol5 Issue 1 on the two other alumnus from Bethany Trinity Presbyterian
Church and Mount Carmel Bible Presbyterian Church.
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Alumnus Pastor Randy Yeo
1. What roles are you currently serving in the Gospel Ministry after you completed your MDiv
Studies in ETCAsia?
I’m currently a pastor with Bethesda Church Bukit Arang (BA), serving with the children and youth, as
well as in BA’s engagement and evangelism efforts.

2. In what ways did the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry in your
Church? Can you provide some concrete examples related to your current ministry? How does
ETCAsia’s distinctive figures in your training for the ministry of the gospel and how does that effect
your current ministry?
The time spent studying at ETCAsia has been memorable and beneficial.
First, we were taught to handle the Word of God carefully and to hold it out to others clearly. This was
an especially rigorous part of life at ETCAsia but it has helped me in preaching for the edification of
the congregation, and in training leaders who would teach the Word to their members.
Second, we were helped to think theologically, ethically, and pastorally. This helped me to think along
and contribute to a team that had been considering possible changes to our Sunday gatherings and
ministry emphases to move people towards King Jesus with God’s Word.
Lastly, we were encouraged by the preaching and examples of the faculty, to reflect deeply on God’s
Word and to be concerned about each other’s godliness. I think that this has been the most important
part of my time at ETCAsia. I have learnt to constantly ask for God’s help to be stirred up and shaped
by his Word, and not to confuse performance and ability for godliness.

3. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial thoughts
compared to your thoughts when you completed the studies?
Back in 2017, there was a window of time for me to consider seminary training. My desire was to be
trained to understand and teach God’s Word better. I had just started to think about local options
when I received an email about ETCAsia. I chose ETCAsia immediately because of its distinctives and
because I had sat under the teaching of some ETCAsia’s board and faculty members.
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Upon completion of my studies, I had learnt that while seminary studies are not compulsory in any
sense, they equip and shape anyone who would want to learn God’s Word better for a lifetime of
Word ministry to others. Even now, I am deeply aware of much that I did not know prior to starting
studies, and I am deeply thankful for the opportunity to complete some learning.

4. Can you share with us the single most memorable occasion in your study at ETCAsia.
There are so many it is hard to choose one! Perhaps it comes down to a lunchtime conversation with
one of my classmates. He opened with a question, “How did the gospel affect you last week?”. I was
struck by the simple clarity any Christian ought to have in reflecting upon the good and bad, and the
beautiful and ugly things of life in this world. That afternoon, I learnt what it meant to always view my
joys and sadness, my encouragements, and frustrations in the light of God who loves us in Jesus.
This question remains for me as one of the most helpful and loving conversation starters with a fellow
Christian.

5. What would be your advice for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?
It will help to understand that much rigour would be involved. Afterall, we are being prepared to
handle God’s word carefully and for gospel ministry that will surely have its fair share of challenges.

For those who are serving in multiple areas, it would be good to speak to your ministry leaders and
adjust

towards

a

reasonable

commitment

considering

school

and

study

hours.

And look forward to growing not just in knowledge and competence but also in character. My struggles
with worry, discipline, diligence, humility, and locating my worth in my grades (and lack of!) became
painfully apparent but God was gracious in giving me teachers and classmates who helped me repent
and grow through these things.

6. How can the college support you in your current ministry? What can we pray for you?
Please pray for discipline and diligence as I continue in my study of God’s Word and for me to always
be speaking his truth lovingly to different people. Pray for me to trust deeply in God’s life-giving and
life-shaping words. Please also pray that at home, we will be sustained and satisfied by God’s Word,
and learn to love Jesus first and always.
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Pastor Randy Yeo (front roll, right most) with youth congregation at Bethesda Church Bukit Arang.

Pastor Randy Yeo and Family
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Graduating Student Jason Sin
1. What were you doing before you embark on Seminary studies in ETCAsia?
I was a financial derivatives lawyer in a European bank.

2. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial
thoughts compared to your thoughts after you started the studies?

ETCA’s theological convictions, faculty and emphasis on word ministry and preachers’ training.

3. What is your plan after you complete your studies in ETCAsia? What are the challenges you think
you will face in your future ministry in reaching out to God’s people with his Words? (Local vs
Overseas challenges)

The plan is to serve and build up my local church in gospel ministry through the teaching and
preaching of the word. Anticipated challenges include recruiting and building up sufficient likeminded co-workers to share in the task of equipping the saints for the work of ministry and
building up the body of Christ in my local church.

4. In what ways do the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry in your
Church or in the mission field as you had alluded earlier? Can you provide some concrete
examples on the training that you have received thus far in ETCAsia would help you in your
future ministry?

By equipping us to faithfully interpret, apply, teach, and preach the Bible, in a way that is sensitive
to its context and authorial intent, and informed by biblical, historical, and systematic theology.

One example of the training I have received which has been immensely helpful are the incisive
and constructive sermon critiques I have received from faculty and fellow students.
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5. How does ETCAsia’s distinctive figures in your training for the ministry of the gospel and how
does that effect your future ministry? What are you looking forward to, in the gospel ministry?

By regularly reinforcing that we hear God speaking to us today through His word, by the
enablement of his Spirit, and that the whole story of Scripture ultimately centres on the gospel
and points us to the person and work of Jesus Christ. I’m looking forward for myself and others
whom I will be serving in ministry to grow deeply in our knowledge, love, obedience and worship
of our Lord and to glorify and enjoy him more and more.

6. Can you share with us the single most memorable occasion in your study of God’s word sat
ETCAsia? How does the College life support the study of God’s words?

The grace and godliness demonstrated by faculty and fellow students in college is something that
always encourages and spurs me on. The seriousness with which the study of God’s word is taken
in our college and the focus on its real-life application have helped me in my study of God’s word.

7. What would your advice be for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?

Learn as much biblical Greek and Hebrew as you can before coming in.

8. What can we pray for you?

To always watch closely my life and doctrine, to be a blessing to others and to please and glorify
God in all of life and ministry.
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Graduating Jason Sin with his wife, children, and family pet!
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Graduating Student Shirley Seah
1. What were you doing before you embarked on seminary studies in ETCAsia

Before ETCAsia, I taught English, Mathematics and Science in public primary schools in Singapore.
While teaching, I was particularly interested in the application of Pedagogical Content Knowledge,
because I saw how important it was to engage students with appropriate pedagogy to help them in
their learning.

However, while it was always encouraging to see students grow in their understanding in their
schoolwork, I found greater joy and encouragement in sharing Jesus, his life and work with people
around me!

2. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial
thoughts compared to your thoughts after you started your studies?

My pastor is one of the directors of ETCAsia! More than that, it was having the opportunity to hear
the faculty members preach the Word on numerous occasions that made me choose ETCAsia. They
are careful and faithful teachers of the Word.

My interview with Andrew Reid (before applying) also helped me to understand his and the college's
vision of preparing good and faithful Bible teachers for Singapore and the region, and that excited me!

Also, I thought it would be exciting to be part of a new college in Singapore.

I am thankful that the lecturers are faithful teachers of the Word. It has been an encouragement to
see the lecturers live out the Word that they preach/teach. With the college being new and small at

the moment, friendships forged are also deeper and more meaningful.
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3. What is your plan after you complete your studies in ETCAsia? What are the challenges you think
you will face in your future ministry in reaching out to God's people with his Word?

I hope to be involved in cross-cultural mission work in Cambodia. Because of the obvious language
and cultural differences, a big challenge is to contextualize God's Word, and to be able to preach it
faithfully and simply. There is also the challenge of helping people live out the Gospel in their lives
when there are so many distractions and needs around us.

4. In what ways do the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry in your
Church or in the mission field as you had alluded earlier? Can you provide some concrete
examples on the training that you have received?

I have learnt to handle God's Word better, not just in exegesis, but also in terms of Biblical and
Systematic Theology. I have been challenged a lot in college to think about applying the Word in
different contexts, and how to communicate it clearly.

In every class, we are always asked to consider the implications of what we have learnt. As we were
going through Christology, I was challenged to consider how Jesus Christ is perceived in Southeast Asia

because of the religious diversity in the region, and how to teach about the person and work of Jesus
in a culturally appropriate manner without compromising what the Bible teaches about him.

Learning Biblical languages (Hebrew and Greek) have been difficult, but that has given me the
resources to consider more deeply what the Word says. It is important because I will not be teaching
the Bible in my first language, but a third, and I would not want things to be lost in translation.

5. How does ETCAsia's distinctive figures in your training for the ministry of the gospel and how
does that affect your future ministry? What are you looking forward to, in the gospel ministry?

I found most helpful that training in theology and training for ministry come together in College. What
we are learning in the reading and handling of the Word, we are challenged to think about how to
apply in to specific context. It is about knowing the Word AND knowing the people we are ministering
to, so that all may grow in maturity and Christlikeness.

Page 9 of 15

Evangelical Theological College of Asia

www.etcasia.edu.sg

College Open Day March 2021

As I am preparing to serve in a cross-cultural context, I look forward to being able to speak the Word
faithfully and effectively in a different cultural context.

6. Can you share with us the single most memorable occasion in your study of God's word at
ETCAsia? How does the College life support the study of God's word?

This is tough! I think it is the combination of learning how to read and handle the Bible, and the
conversations with faculty and students that is most memorable. The college community is very
supportive and collaborative, constantly sharpening my thinking and challenging me to live out the
Word in my life.

7. What would your advice be for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?

Hang out with your classmates and schoolmates! I have made friends who don't just sharpen my
understanding of the Word and encourage godliness, but I've found lifetime friends and friends whom
I can pray for a lifetime.

8. What can we pray for you?

Pray that I will keep growing to see the Lord Jesus Christ more clearly, love him more dearly, and to
follow him more closely!

Page 10 of 15

Evangelical Theological College of Asia

www.etcasia.edu.sg

College Open Day March 2021

Shirley (2nd from right) with College students and Faculty during pre-Covid days

Shirley with her Mother
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New Student Alex Greaves
1. What were you doing before you embark on Seminary studies in ETCAsia?
I was – and still am – working full-time for a MNC in their Asia Pacific office. I work in Finance doing
FP&A, which I explain as, ‘Helping to set the budget, then having to explain why we didn’t hit the
budget!’ Besides this, I am also a children’s teacher and community group leader at Gateway church,
a recent church plant in the west of Singapore.

2. What motivated you to be equipped for the Gospel ministry?
I’ve seen God’s grace in my own life and experienced firsthand how life-changing it is to know the
unconditional love of God through Jesus Christ. The gospel is the greatest treasure, and I’d love to be
able to dedicate all my energies towards sharing it full-time. I am hoping that God will use my Seminary
studies at ETCAsia will equip me to be as effective as I can be, in building up his kingdom.

3. What prompted you to choose ETCAsia as the seminary of choice? What were your initial
thoughts compared to your thoughts after you started the studies?
Compared to my country of birth (Australia) the need for the gospel is so great in Asia, where only a
tiny fraction of people are Christians, and so many do not even know a single evangelical believer.
Because of this, I hope to serve God’s people long-term here, so I hope to learn from other Asian
believers how best to serve the church and spread the gospel in our region. I am glad that the students
at ETCAsia are from so many different countries and backgrounds, and I hope to keep learning how
we can best partner across backgrounds and borders.

4. What is your plan after you complete your studies in ETCAsia? What are the challenges you think
you will face in your future ministry in reaching out to God’s people with his Word?
After ETCAsia, I hope to be able to do a ministry apprenticeship with my church, and after that, see
where God takes me to labour for Christ. In this, I would especially like to be able to share Jesus with
the relatively unreached communities in Singapore’s heartlands. I think my biggest challenge here will
be overcoming language and cultural barriers (my Chinese is currently basically non-existent) but I’m
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also hoping that my foreignness might be an asset, helping make locals curious to hear what I have to
say!

5. In what ways do the seminary studies in ETCAsia prepare you for the Gospel Ministry in your
Church or in the mission field you desire?
I am familiar with evangelical Christian culture in the west, and I’m hoping that ETCAsia will help me
understand the church in the east as well. ETCAsia seems like it is ideally placed for people to be
trained to take the gospel to our region: it teaches the faith well, grounded in the evangelical tradition,
but in our local context with students from all over Asia. It is the best place to come to be equipped
to take the gospel to the region of the world that needs it the most.

6. How do ETCAsia’s distinctives figure in your training for the ministry of the gospel and how does
that affect your future ministry?
ETCAsia’s teaching is grounded in the reformed and evangelical tradition: the college takes the Bible
as our supreme authority and is dedicated to equipping students to defend and spread the gospel, no
matter which way the winds of culture may swing. The teaching is also eminently practical, with every
subject (and even every lecture!) focusing on how what we learn should impact our ministry of the
Word – ideal for anyone who wants to dedicate themselves to sharing the gospel. And ETCAsia’s
position in Asia makes it the best place to be equipped for ministry in Asia, with students from all over
the region sharing our ideas, prayers, and lives with each other.

7. What are you looking forward to, in the gospel ministry?
I am most looking forward to not having to split up my time between secular work and gospel work.
Sure, I do love a good spreadsheet, but it is nothing compared to knowing God’s love through the
gospel. It will be such a privilege to be able to dedicate all my efforts, all the time, towards sharing
Jesus with Christians and non-Christians alike.
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8. What would your advice be for prospective students coming to ETCAsia?
Come to ETCAsia because you understand God’s love for you and want to be equipped to share that
love with others. The study may sometimes be challenging, but the hard work will be worth it if you
are eager to be prepared for a lifetime of gospel ministry. Plus, you will meet lots of like-minded
Christians from all over the region, who will help to broaden your perspectives and see how God is at
work throughout Asia, and who will hopefully be lifelong partners in ministry as well.

9. What can we pray for you?
Please pray that I can manage my various responsibilities well, especially juggling studies with being a
good husband, my secular work, community group leading and children’s teaching. Pray that I would
be humble, remember I am human and cannot do everything, ask for help when I need it, and would
not burn out. Pray that God would strengthen me, in spirit and body, to do all these things in a way
that brings honour to Christ.

Alex with wife, Joy enjoying a day out at
Jurong Lake Garden
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•

For further questions about the College and the courses, please contact the student
administrator at registrar@etcasia.edu.sg or visit www.etcasia.edu.sg.

•

Collateral Information • Evangelical Theological College of Asia (etcasia.edu.sg)

•

ETCAsia News • Evangelical Theological College of Asia

•

Newsletter • Evangelical Theological College of Asia (etcasia.edu.sg)

30th March 2021
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